
  Luke 
Lecture 23:  Chapter 20:45-21:38 

 

 

20:45-47 – Beware of proud teachers 

beware of the teachers of the law – “in God we trust” / rely on His Word  

places of honor – wanting attention, to be honored, putting selves first 

they devour widow’s houses – more on this in the next section… 

for a show make lengthy prayers – the length is not bad, it’s making a show of it! 
 

21:1-4 – The widow’s offering 

Jesus saw the rich…saw a poor widow – a clear contrast 

putting their gifts into the temple treasury – a visible action, could be cause of pride 

this poor widow has put in more… – an astounding truth!  God’s ways are not man’s…  

put in all she had to live on – Did God really want her to?  Cf. 19:46 “den of robbers”  
 

An application:   It is wrong for religious leaders to so bind the conscience of a poor person that 

he/she gives an offering which _________ Himself does not expect.  Jesus is grieved by what He 

saw that day, another example of how the ____________were being abused by the rich (cf. v. 47).  
 

21:5-28 – Signs of the end of the age 

remarking about…the temple – the locale for Jesus daily teaching  

not one stone will be left on another – the Romans did this in 70 A.D. (repeat of 586 B.C.) 

when…what… – two questions, Jesus answers only the second 

Watch out that you are not deceived – another reminder of false Christs 

the end will not come right away – not as quickly as they thought then (cf. 2 Pet. 3:8-9) 

wars…earthquakes, famines…[etc] – signs we continue to witness in our generation 

before all this, they will lay hands on you – speaking to His disciples then 

this will result in your being witnesses to them – lit. “martyrs” 

I will give you words and wisdom – don’t worry 

You will be betrayed…will hate you – don’t be surprised that the truth is despised 

not a hair of your head will perish – God has them in His strong hands for eternity 

Jerusalem will be trampled on – zoomed in to foreground (visually & chronologically) 

signs in the sun, moon, and stars – moving to the bigger picture, the end of time 

they will see the Son of Man coming…power…glory – not in secret! 

Men will faint from terror…lift up your heads – contrast of believers & unbelievers 
 

An application:   The events Jesus describes here are terrifying.  Yet for the believer they have a 

_______________________ significance.  The end means final _______________________, 

final deliverance from all the evil of this world:  sin, death, and the power of the devil!   

 

21:29-38 – The parable of the fig tree and more teaching 

Look at the fig tree – you can see it with your own eyes – so be ready 

this generation will certainly not pass away – the foreground picture once again  

Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down – we get distracted from being ready  

Be always on the watch, and pray – in relationship w/God, ready to stand in Him! 
 

An application:   The very fact that no precise date is given as to when the world will end is all 

the more reason to always be ______________.  
 


